
This cross-sectional survey examined Australian adults' perceptions of tobacco
availability and illicit tobacco sales and their level of support for a range of
government policies aimed at addressing illicit tobacco and reducing smoking in
Australia. The nationally representative sample included 5,036 Australian adults
surveyed in December 2025.†

Australians’ Support for Restricting
Tobacco Licence Eligibility

KEY FINDINGS:
Among Australian adults, there was consensus that the illicit tobacco problem is pervasive
and strong support for options to restrict tobacco licence eligibility.
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Support retailers applying for a licence having to
prove they are able to keep their staff safe and
ensure tobacco products are stored securely.

82%

Felt that there are too many shops selling tobacco.

Support retailers applying for a licence having
to prove they are able to train staff about how
tobacco products are allowed to be sold and
ensure managers do the right thing.

Support retailers applying for a licence having
to prove they are able to keep good records
about all the tobacco products the shop buys,
stores and sells, and provide these records to
authorities whenever asked.

80%

77%

Support retailers applying for a licence having
to prove they have never broken any Australian
laws and do not have any criminal associations.

73%

64%

Think it is very easy or easy for Australians who smoke to buy
illegal tobacco products right now.75%

Participants were recruited from the Social Research Centre's probability-based panel Life in Australia . Data were weighted to minimise selection bias and meet
population benchmarks.
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